
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2039November 8, 2001
The quality of life and the scope of opportunity
for many future citizens will be determined by
the quality of teaching in the classroom.

Therefore, I join with all of the citizens in my
district in thanking and congratulating Dr. Clar-
ence Romero as he is honored for his devo-
tion to teaching the young minds of our future
generations.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commend Dan Goldin, who is leaving his posi-
tion as administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration. Dan, who
was appointed on April 1, 1992, is the longest-
serving administrator in the history of NASA.
On March 5, 2001, his time in office sur-
passed that of James Fletcher, who held the
previous record of nearly nine years during
two separate terms.

As ranking member of the Committee on
Science’s Subcommittee on Space and Aero-
nautics, I have worked with Dan for many
years. I have learned that his passion is not
limited to the exploration of space. He also
cares deeply about the possibilities of science
and space to inspire life on Earth. I certainly
know that many students in Middle Tennessee
have been encouraged and inspired by Dan’s
vision for space exploration.

Dan initiated his tenure at NASA by leading
an agency-wide process to define a NASA
Strategic Plan as the consensus definition of
the agency’s mission and goals. The core
guidance in this document states: ‘‘NASA’s
mission success starts with safety. A commit-
ment to safety permeates everything we do.’’
Dan has not wavered in enforcing this priority
in every aspect of the agency on the ground
and in space.

During Dan’s tenure, the International Space
Station went from the drawing boards to a fully
functional, permanently staffed orbital research
laboratory. He directed the Space Station re-
design, holding together the coalition of inter-
national participants while incorporating the
former Soviet Union hardware elements into
the design. By developing the cooperative Mir
research program with Russia, he enabled
Space Station partners to conduct long-term
space flight research even before the Inter-
national Space Station was operational.

Dan’s comprehensive strategy for space ex-
ploration is exemplified by the ‘‘Origins Pro-
gram.’’ He initiated this program with objec-
tives to understand how the universe has
evolved, to learn how life began on Earth, and
to see if life exists elsewhere. He formulated
a rescue plan for the installation of a ‘‘contact
lens’’ on the Hubble Space Telescope, leading
to startling discoveries of the cosmos. Dan
has challenged the Origins scientists to search
for Earth-like planets within 100 light years of
Earth. He also has laid the foundation to com-
plete the first scientific census of the solar
system and to send the first probe into Inter-
stellar space.

Dan has been a vigorous proponent for in-
creased exploration of Mars. He has estab-
lished a series of robotic missions that will visit
the planet every two years for the next decade
and has assured that the public will share in
the excitement of Mars exploration. His direc-
tion to provide Internet access for the Mars
Pathfinder mission resulted in more than
three-quarters of a billion ‘‘hits’’ from people
tuning in to the site.

In 1998, Aviation Week & Space Tech-
nology magazine honored Dan with the Laurel
Award for outstanding achievement in aviation
and aerospace. The award was presented
along with the commentary that Dan has ‘‘de-
livered on his promise to reshape NASA into
a model government agency.

This year Dan was awarded one of one of
France’s highest and most distinguished hon-
ors: the ‘‘Officer of the Legion of Honor.’’ This
award recognized his contribution to the devel-
opment and broadening of American-French
civil space cooperation through cooperative
ventures including the International Space Sta-
tion, Mars exploration, Earth observations, and
the flight of French astronauts aboard the
Space Shuttle.

Under Dan’s leadership NASA has reached
out to honor the victims of last month’s ter-
rorist attacks in New York. The next mission of
the Space Shuttle Endeavour will carry ‘‘Flags
for Heroes and Families.’’ Thousands of Amer-
ican flags will be carried into space by En-
deavor and its seven member crew and, upon
return to Earth, will be distributed to the vic-
tims’ families and survivors of the September
11 attacks.

Dan always recognized NASA’s potential to
inspire students to elect careers in science
mathematics and engineering. His personal
leadership and the NASA programs that he
supported have involved hundreds of students
in hands-on research experiences. NASA’s
Summer High School Apprenticeship Re-
search Program not only allows the students
to actually participate in research, but it also
pays them a salary as well. This intensive
science and engineering apprenticeship pro-
gram is specifically designed to attract and in-
crease under-represented students’ participa-
tion and success rates in mathematics,
science, technology and engineering courses.

Mr. Speaker, the nation is fortunate to have
such outstanding public servants as Adminis-
trator Goldin. He has led NASA and its inter-
national partners in exploring the frontiers of
space and inspiring benefits to life on Earth.
Accordingly, it is appropriate today that we
recognize and highly commend Daniel Goldin
as the longest serving administrator of NASA
and that we express our appreciation for his
leadership of the nation’s space program.
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Mr. LUTHER. Mr. Speaker, the events of
September 11th have transformed the policy
agenda for our nation. Over the past six
weeks, we have witnessed truly heroic acts by
individuals and organizations on behalf of the

victims and their families. We have also seen
this body work in a truly remarkable bipartisan
fashion. In short, the nation has united behind
a cause in a manner we have not seen in over
a generation.

Our global campaign to root out terrorism
will be a long-term commitment requiring pa-
tience and, most importantly, sacrifices from
all involved. Previous generations have en-
dured and prevailed in unified international ef-
forts in the name of freedom and democracy—
and they all required patience and sacrifices
from the American people. In this vein, I be-
lieve any economic stimulus package passed
by this Congress should reflect the reality that
our top priority must be to drive the war effort
while improving security and maintaining pros-
perity at home.

Unfortunately, H.R. 3090 is not that kind of
package. $10 billion is devoted to reducing the
capital gains tax, a proposal that Alan Green-
span recently told Congress would have vir-
tually no stimulative economic value. In addi-
tion, not one dollar goes to important infra-
structure improvements to secure our airports,
seaports, dams and power plants, or to protect
us from bioterrorism. A responsible stimulus
package should include meaningful provisions
to improve security for the American people.
This would, in turn, contribute to consumer
confidence and create a positive ripple effect
through the economy.

This Congress needs to continue the bipar-
tisan approach of the past few weeks and de-
velop a stimulus package that truly serves the
interests of our country. This is not the time to
be passing legislation that is little more than a
grab bag of goodies for special interests.
Rather, this is the time to be appealing to the
greater good of the American people. They
are willing to do what it will take to win this
war—we just need leadership in Congress that
measures up to the courage and will of the
American people.
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Robert Roumiguiere, a Marin County
political leader who served on the Board of
Supervisors for 22 years. Mr. Roumiguiere
died on November 5, 2001, of a heart attack.

Mr. Roumiguiere will be remembered espe-
cially for his role in creating parks in Central
Marin and preserving open space on the
County’s ridgelines. He was also instrumental
in securing acquisition of the Northwestern Pa-
cific railroad right of way in hopes of creating
commuter rail service and fought for improve-
ments to the Highway 101 Freeway and use
of Hamilton Field as a business hub.

As a fiscal watchdog, Mr. Roumiguiere
sought to curb county spending. His tenacious
negotiating style focused on bringing stake-
holders together to find common ground. He
was able to work with both Marin business
community and environmentalists to achieve
consensus.

After his 22 years as Supervisor, Mr.
Roumiguiere served on the county employees’
retirement board. He had a background in
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